
Kathie June Leon, 68, a resident of Prairie
Grove, Arkansas, passed away Sunday, January
18, 2026 in Springdale, Arkansas. She was born
July 27, 1957 in Peoria, Illinois, the daughter of
James Warren and Dorothy (Mercer) Jones.

Kathie was a loving mother, daughter, sister,
aunt, caregiver, and friend. She was a strong
advocate for her son, Billy, and devoted herself
fully to his care. Kathie had a heart for helping
others, whether with her time or her money. If
she had it and you needed it, it was yours. She
was a caregiver to several people over the years,
but her longest and most meaningful role was
caring for Brooke Thurman. Kathie cared for
Brooke for over 30 years and formed a strong,
lasting relationship with both Brooke and her
mother, Jennifer. As Kathie's health began to
deteriorate, she returned to Arkansas. She fought
hard over the last few years, but her body finally
gave out. She will be deeply missed by the many
lives she touched.

She is preceded in death by her husband Petche
Leon, her parents, and two sisters, Yvonne
Wright and Peggy Cochran.

She is survived by one son Billy Jean Finney;
three siblings, Kristie Jones(Kevin); James
Jones(Jan), Karen Parker (Phillip); and her
uncle, Robert Mercer. As well as numerous nieces
and nephews. 

APPRECIATION
On behalf of the family, we wish to express their gratitude

for your many acts of kindness, and for your
attendance at the funeral service.

Luginbuel Funeral Home
Prairie Grove, Arkansas

online guest book, visit www.luginbuel.com
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TWENTY THIRD PSALM

The LORD is my Shepherd;
I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures:

He leadeth me beside
the still waters.

He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths

of righteousness for
His name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,

I will  fear no evil:
for Thou art with me:
Thy rod and Thy staff

they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence

of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil;

my cup  runneth over.

Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life:

and I will dwell in the house
of the LORD forever.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE & MEMORY OF
Kathie June Leon

DATE, TIME & PLACE OF SERVICE
Thursday, January 22, 2026 - 11:00 A.M.

Summers Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude Family Memories Video

“Angels Among Us”

Opening Remarks Paul Young

Prayer

“Beulah Land”

Words of Comfort Paul Young

“In The Garden”

Postlude Family Memories Video

GRAVE SIDE SERVICES WILL NOT BE HELD. THE FAMILY WILL
REMAIN AFTER THE SERVICE TO VISIT WITH FRIENDS.

FINAL RESTING PLACE
Ganderville Cemetery

PALLBEARERS
Kevin R Jones, Phillip Parker, Kevin James Jones,   

Jr. Kester, Travis Thurman, Laine Lovelace Chandler,  
             John Jones, Trenton Lovelace Chandler,             

 Kevin J. Jones, Trey Kester, Caleb Jones

FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND

One night I dreamed a dream.
As I was walking along the beach

with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes

from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of

footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.

After the last scene of my life
flashed before me,

I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that at many times along

the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and

saddest times,
there was only one set of footprints.

This really troubled me, so I asked
the Lord about it.

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow
you,

You'd walk with me all the way.
But I noticed that during the saddest and

most troublesome times of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.

I don't understand why, when I needed You
the most, You would leave me."

He whispered, "My precious child, I love
you and will never leave you

Never, ever, during your trials and
testings.

When you saw only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you."


